GILI.IES : COUNTER- IRRITATION. 


453 


to feel for the cleanliness of catheter and sound. The author regards 
nitrate of silver as the mainstay in the treatment of chronic cystitis. 

Among operations for vesical calculus in children, litholapaxy is con¬ 
sidered to be the best, perineal lithotomy having now a very limited field. 
So in later life litholapaxy is to be first thought of. 

Barling’s tables of operations between 1888 and 1892, as compared 
with Thompson’s for the years between 1790 and 1840, shovv that the 
general mortality of stone-operations is reduced, and that the reduction 
is due to the greater safety at present after fifty years of age, but they 
“ appear to show also unmistakably that operations for stone in chil¬ 
dren are attended with a greater mortality than they were fifty years 
ago.” This is considered to be due to the suprapubic section. 

The author advocates with a certain amount of partisan vigor the 
claims of castration for prostatic hypertrophy. His reiteration of the 
supposed analogy between this procedure and oophorectomy for fibroid 
uterus seems hardly consistent with later knowledge of the behavior of 
uterine fibroids after removal of the ovaries, and of their growth after 
the menopause. It is because the results upon fibroids have been so un¬ 
reliable and unsatisfactory that removal of the ovaries has been largely 
abandoned in favor of perfected methods of hysterectomy, particularly 
in America. The operation of orchectomy must claim for itself better 
grounds than this analogy, which is superficial, after all. In the curative 
treatment of hydrocele of the tunica vaginalis, preference is given by 
the author to the iodine-injection method. In congenital hydrocele, how¬ 
ever, radical operation is preferred. 

The best prophylactic for gonorrhoeal rheumatism is the employment of 
the urinary antiseptics, salol, boric acid, benzoic acid, and quinine. 

In the article on Syphilis, Dr. R. W. Taylor places himself among 
those who believe that chancroids are in some cases simply septic ulcers. 

He states that there is no specific virus, and the ulcer may be readily 
generated de novo at the will of the experimenter from various and the 
most different sources. Chancroids may occur in men from irritated 
simple erosions in women. “ It must be clearly understood that chan¬ 
croids may be found on the penis of a man, and that examination of the 
woman with whom he has cohabited may show her to be free from these 
lesions.” He thinks that innocent women may be cruelly wronged by 
suspicion even when chancroidal ulcers have been contracted from them. 
“It is not very uncommon to see chancroids in men who have had no 
sexual exposure whatever ” (page 891), due to dyscrasia, etc. Contagion 
through contact with objects is considered quite rare, however, though 
common in syphilis. The general treatment of the subject of venereal 
diseases is comprehensive and very satisfactory. 

The present volume will increase the value of the series and will not 
be the one least frequently consulted by the physician. G. E. S. 


The Theory and Practice of Counter-irritation. By H. Cameron 
Gillies, M.D. Pp. xii. 236 London : Macmillan & Co., 1895. 

We cannot but admire the hardihood of an author who, in these days 
of seeking after strange therapeutic gods, has the patience and energy to 
search the medical past to learn what is said of an old practice in order 
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that a new theory shall be evolved, to the end that a rehabilitation of it 
shall be brought about. Equally do we admire the faith of the publish¬ 
ers that the much-perplexed practitioner will be so far interested in by¬ 
gone medical history that their venture shall be a profitable one. Yet 
with much that is new demanding our experiment and study to deter¬ 
mine if it be true, we confess that we have become so much interested 
in this book that it has received a most careful perusal. We agree with 
the author, in his preface, when he says that he likes the plan of his essay 
very much, and we go still further than he in liking its execution still 
more. The plan is briefly a first part, Historical and Critical; the 
second, Practical—even more so than the average physician or surgeon 
would care to admit. In the first part we find much with which we are 
familiar, the theories, the conjectures of practitioners long since dead, 
and their authority equally dead so far as its influence upon the mind of 
the practitioner who lives in the elegant therapeutics of the present is 
concerned. The dust-covered shelves of the library have been ransacked, 
and in the main the statements are correct. We note one glaring excep¬ 
tion. Granville’s lotion (p. 29) was not kept a mystery, nor need we im¬ 
pute any unprofessional secrecy to his work, as does the author. As to 
what the lotion was we need only to refer to the Medico-Chirurgical Re¬ 
view of 1838—the same year in which appeared Counter-irritation, its 
Principles —vol. xxxiii. pp. 472 and 476. To the best of our knowledge a 
formula known as Granville’s lotion has been in use in this country for 
more than half a century. We can, perhaps, find an explanation of the 
interest of the author in the old-time lore when we read the rather un¬ 
necessarily interjected diatribe against vivisection (pp. 76 et seq.). At 
times in his reasoning he lays himself open to the charge which he brings 
against others (e/. pp. 96 and 89). In regard to checked skin-diseases 
causing mischief (p. 97), we have held the opinion that such a state¬ 
ment indicated rather the inability of the practitioner to cure them. On 
pp. 107 et seq., the new theory is presented. Irritants get a fuller supply 
of appropriate nourishment into a part by stimulating the local circula¬ 
tion and so accelerating nutrition, and on p. 125 begins a chapter de¬ 
voted to the use of so-called counter-irritaton. In all points the subject 
is clearly stated. We note inelegancies of expression—p. 34, “ pile ” 
apparently meaning an accumulation of wealth ; p. 153, “ albumins, 
sugars, and loads of other things appear in the urine,”—which should not 
be found in a scientific work. On the whole, we expect that the study of 
this book will bring about a re-introduction of an old, but at present 
neglected method of relief and cure, but with its limitations better de¬ 
fined and its possibilities well ascertained. R. W. W. 


Pregnancy, Labor, anj> the Puerperal State. By Egbert H. 
Grandin, M.D., Consulting Obstetric Surgeon to the New York Mater¬ 
nity Hospital; Consulting Gynecologist to the French Hospital, etc., and 
George W. Jarman, M.D., Obstetric Surgeon to the New York Maternity 
Hospital, Gynecologist to the Cancer Hospital, etc. Illustrated with forty- 
one photographic plates. Philadelphia: The F. A. Davis Co. London : 
F. J. Rebman, 1895. 

In the present volume the writers conclude their discussion of Obstet¬ 
rics, having previously written regarding Obstetric Operations in an 



